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	September 1, 2010
God has given each of you a gift 

from his great variety of spiritual gifts. 

Use them well to serve one another. 

1 Peter 4:10
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WELCOME!
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the 2010-2011 school year at Edmonton Christian West School. We have many staff, students and parents who are returning to West this year, along with those who are joining our school family for the first time. Our school theme this year is Faithbook. Throughout the year, we will be hearing and sharing of God’s faithfulness and discussing what that faithfulness means to us individually and as a community. We are excited about the year ahead, and look forward to a wonderful year of learning. We look forward to partnering with you in the privilege and blessing of Christian Education.


-Carolyn Gartke (Principal)

MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT
An exciting time of connecting students, staff and parents will take place on Thursday, September 16, 2010. A family and staff bar-b-que will be held at the West Campus. All families – parents and students – are invited to the Bar-b-que from 5 pm – 6:30 pm. For $2 per person or $10 a family (payable at the gate) you will be served a hamburger with the fixings by your children’s teachers and the School Council. Your contribution of a salad (last names beginning with A-N) or a dessert (last names beginning with O-Z) makes this meal complete. Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs. 

After enjoying your food there will be an opportunity to meet with teachers and tour the school from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Click here to RSVP or e-mail teresa.lindemulder@epsb.ca  
SCHOOLZONE – Accessing School Information

SchoolZone is an information system developed by Edmonton Public Schools. It provides parents and students with secure access to school and student information and is designed to enhance the relationship between school and home. Using portal technology and the convenience of the Internet, it is available any time and any place. 

SchoolZone provides online access to homework assignments and class news from classroom teachers, gathered together in a convenient calendar format. By accessing the site, parents will have timely access to information and help them be more actively involved in their children’s academic success. Students have access to a valuable organizational tool to help them plan their time. As well, you can find attendance records, news of the school and district events, achievement results, timetables, and access to selected online educational resources.
At our school we will be posting school news, class newsletters, permission forms, progress reports and hot lunch forms on SchoolZone on a regular basis.

Once you have received your unique user ID and password you can access SchoolZone at www.schoolzone.epsb.ca. If you have lost or forgotten you user ID and/or password please contact the office. If your family does not have access to the Internet please contact the office for alternate arrangements.
EARLY DISMISSAL
A reminder to all parents that there is an early dismissal EVERY Thursday at 2:15 p.m. This early dismissal allows our staff to engage in professional development activities. Dismissal is at 3:17 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
MORNING SUPERVISION

[image: image3.wmf] 

Whether arriving by parent provided transportation or by ESCE School Bus, students are not allowed to enter the school until 8:35am (except during inclement weather).  A staff supervisor is on duty at the front of the school or the playground at McQueen at 8:20 am.  Please, do not have your child arrive, unattended, before this time. Students at both McQueen and the Main building enjoy the fresh air in the mornings until the bell rings to start the school day.  Please do not arrive too early for school since our school day does not start until 8:35. If your child(ren) need to arrive before 8:20 or stay after 3:30 we would ask that you look for supervision (childcare) outside of school.
HOT LUNCH
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For parental convenience and to build a sense of community, students may enjoy a hot meal (hot dogs, pizza, etc.) almost every Wednesday beginning in October.  Hot lunches are pre-ordered; look for the form on SchoolZone in mid September. The first order will be due October 1. Although prices are set to recover basic costs, any profits go toward school projects.  Parent volunteers assist with the lunches; please call the office if you would like to volunteer for a hot lunch team or the counting committee. We especially need volunteers to prepare and distribute hot dogs (usually the first Wednesday of the month). 

Hot lunch forms can be downloaded from SchoolZone or from the www.edmchristian.net  website. Bon Appetit!
PLAYGROUND REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE
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This year at West, a newly assembled Playground Revitalization Committee is in the preliminary planning stage to redesign the playground and surrounding area on the east side of West School, including what students fondly call “The Ark.” Our volunteer group consists of Jacquelyn Vandenborn, Glenda Jorritsma, Carmen Los, Jeff Schurek and Michelle Schurek. If you have interest in this project or would like to offer your time, ideas or services, please contact one of us and we would be happy to talk with you.
GARAGE SALE FUNDRAISER
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Why: Playground Revitalization
When: Saturday, October 2, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where:  Edmonton Christian West School Gymnasium

Mark your calendars for our garage sale! We need donations of your gently-used goods for this event as we kick-off our fundraising efforts. Drop off location and times TBA. Are you available to help set up Friday, October 1 in the evening, or assist on October 2?  To help out or for more information please contact Glenda Jorritsma at 780-462-3366.

SOCIETY NEWS

Edmonton Christian Schools 16th Annual Golf Tournament - Saturday, September 11 - Sandpiper Golf & Country Club. You are invited to join us as a single golfer, a pair or a foursome for this enjoyable community event. The registration fee is $145 which includes BBQ, 18 holes, Dinner and a $45 tax receipt. Hole sponsorships are also available. Funds raised will be used to purchase mobile computer labs at our West and Northeast Schools. Register by calling 780-476-6281 or go to our website: www.edmchristian.net.

COMING UP!
Newsletters – This will be the only paper copy of the newsletter this year. For now we plan on posting a newsletter on SchoolZone close to the beginning of each month.
Parent/Student Handbook – The handbook will be accessible to all families on SchoolZone. If you require a print copy please contact the office.
Volunteers - We encourage parents to volunteer in a variety of capacities and become involved in the life of our school. Please take time to complete the volunteer forms in the handbook or pick them up at the office and return them as soon as possible. Volunteers are also asked to check in at the office and wear a volunteer tag while in the school.   

STAFFING ASSIGNMENTS 2009-2010
Principal
Carolyn Gartke

Asst. Principal
Tim Epp








KA
Marina VandeGriend


K/1B
Janine Bell


1V
Colleen Van Veen



1VE
Carolyn VanEssen


2J
Rita Jager


2K
Carrie Knight


3H
John Hiemstra


3W
Lori Walters


4V
Mary Van Driesum



4D
Sharon DeMoor


5T
Marie Tuininga


5VB
Elaine VandenBorn/Linda Piers



5V
Ger VanderMeulen
6A
Christine Archer



6I
Trevor Iampen


7J
Janelle Jager



7M
Dorothy McGillis




8C
Marcia Cummings


8H
Conrad Hoover





9D
Brian Doornenbal


9R
Rachel Reynolds

9W
Joyce Wierenga
6 (Core)
Marie Tuininga

Jr. High Math
Diana VanderWal





Admin Asst: 
Margaret Reitsma


Secretary 
Teresa Lindemulder

Bus. Manager
Yvonne Cocchio


Art
Jenessa VandeGriend



Literacy
Jeannie Blair


Reading Rec.
Pearl Reimer


Band
Charity Huculak
Music
Sandy Foster


French 
Heidi Graham




Jr. High Math
Diana VanderWal


Library
Grace Pasma
EA
Kathy Doornenbal



EA
Karen Fennell


EA
Lynn Molenkamp


EA
Pamela Noppers
EA
Lacy-Jo Piquette


EA
Kristyn Schalk
EA
Evelyn VanVeen


EA
Sharon Warren

EA
Sharon Elsinga-Yskes





Custodian
Rudy Yatco



Hania Onaissi




               Amalia Lopez       
               
NUT ALLERGIES!!!!!!  

[image: image8.wmf]We have children in our school this year that are severely allergic to peanuts and other tree nuts.  In an effort to keep these children safe at school we are asking that you do not send food items to school with your child that may endanger some of our students.  Let’s do our best to keep these children safe.
PARKING AND STUDENT PICK UP
Student safety is a priority. We should never put convenience BEFORE student safety.  And yet, we recognize that there are parking challenges with so many families/children arriving at school at the same time each day and leaving at the same time.  If the following guidelines are confusing, please speak with the office staff and we will help you clarify where parking is available for you.  We request that in the interest of our children’s safety, all parents PLEASE adhere to the following parking guidelines:

· the staff parking lot is NOT a parent parking zone; nor is it a drive through for the purpose of dropping off or picking up students.  The parking lot is for staff and district personnel ONLY.

· the staff entrance and exit is marked as a no stopping zone.  Watch for this; do not block this exit.

· Vehicle/student Drop Off and Pick Up zones –

· the “Pick Up” zone, right in front of the school, should ideally be used by parents with much younger children only.  This is simply for you to stop long enough for your children to exit safely, quickly and directly onto the sidewalk.  Never should children have to walk in front of another vehicle.  No time for a kiss here; do that before you arrive at the school. Be sure your child is ready to “get out” quickly, but safely.   

· children can walk a little ways; try to find designated areas where you can meet your child.  Please do not park in the pick up zones.
· Students and their parents are allowed to cross the street ONLY at designated crosswalks.
PLEASE REMEMBER:  SAFETY BEFORE CONVENIENCE!

 WHAT’S AHEAD                
Sept. 6
Labour Day (no school)

Sept. 10
Individual/Class photos
Sept. 16
Family BBQ/Meet the Teacher Night

Sept. 27
Parent Tech Night 
Oct. 6&7
Parent teacher conferences
Oct. 11
Thanksgiving Day (no school)
Oct. 13
School Council (9:00 a.m.)
Oct. 21-22
CEA convention (no school).
Nov. 11
Remembrance Day (no school)
Nov. 12 
Day in Lieu - No School
Dec. 17
Last day before Christmas break

Jan. 3
Classes resume
Jan. 28
PD Day - No School

Feb. 18
Day in Lieu - No School

Feb. 21
Family Day (no school)
Mar. 3-4
Teacher’s Convention (no school)
Mar28–Apr1   Spring Break (no school)
Apr. 22
          Good Friday (no school)

Apr. 25
          Easter Monday (no school)
May 20           Day in Lieu (no school)

May 23
          Victoria Day (no school)

June 29
          Last day of school
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Edmonton Christian School

An alternative program of Edmonton Public Schools in partnership with the Edmonton Society for Christian Education.

              Principal:  Carolyn Gartke  408-7931         
        
             Assistant Principal, West Campus:  Tim Epp  408-7948
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 Chairperson                Rob Sinclair                              476-6281
               Superintendent 
   Edgar Schmidt               429-8010

 Executive Director     Peter Buisman
                          476-6281                                                Trustee Ward C
        Don Williams 
               429-8016
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