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               Mightier than the thunder of great waters,

mightier than the breakers of the sea –

the Lord on high is mighty.

Psalm 93:4
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The Power of the Positive 
   One morning last week, a parent approached my office and stuck her head in through the door, which was slightly ajar. While I waited for what she had to say (with somewhat bated breath, as parents occasionally have some issues that need to be addressed by admin.),she surprised myself and Mr. Epp, with whom I was meeting, by asking if anyone had affirmed us lately. We were dumbstruck for a second or two, and then she went on to tell us how much she appreciated our leadership. While she readily acknowledged that we weren’t a “perfect” school, she did express her thankfulness for what we were doing in our roles. The power of a positive word!

   The impact that this word of encouragement had on me reminded me of how powerful our words can be as we live in community. It also reminded me that we need to keep celebrating the positive things that are happening all around us, even at the same time as we continue to work on building a culture of “care-full-ness”.  At our February assembly, we took the time to recognize a number of students whom staff members had seen exhibiting care in some way. In the last part of February, we continued to look for more students who were making a positive difference. Here are the students we would like to celebrate, for actions ranging from holding the door open at Wendy’s for a little old lady with a walker to putting away equipment after gym class: Andrew C. (8M), Cam S. (8M), Aaron V. (7R), Hannah S, (7V), Emily S. (7R), Zachary P. (6I), Kevin O. (5BA), Carl L. (5BA), Anneke O. (2J), Hannah K. (2K), Autumn R. (2J), Rial S. (1V), Thomas V. (1V), Chidinma K. (1W) and Eddy B. (1W). Well-done, students!
Historica Fair
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The Historica Fair is a unique opportunity for students to study and present information about Canadian heritage in a unique way. Students in grade 7 will be presenting their work on various topics during our school fair on Friday, March 5, 2010 from 9:00am-12:30 pm. We hope many friends and family members will attend to support the students. We are still in need of more judges for the fair. If you are available, please contact the grade 7 teachers by email ariel.veldhuisen@epsb.ca, rachel.reynolds@epsb.ca. Thanks!”

School Council Meeting

If you are a parent of a student at West School this should interest you...

Wednesday, March 10 is the next School Council meeting.  We will be meeting at 9am in the Staffroom at West main.  On the agenda are topics such as; should we allow for more off site freedom for Junior High Students?  What are our budget priorities for the 2010/11 school year?  What should be done with the ‘Noah’s Ark’ playground by West main?  As well, we will do an overview of the last few months at West and touch on the Sector Review of Edmonton Public.

We hope that you are able to make it to this meeting.  If you have questions or concerns please call or e-mail Anita Slomp (maslomp@shaw.ca or 780-454-7937)

Waterpark Evening

Edmonton Christian School has exclusive use of the W.E.M. Waterpark on Friday, March 12th from 7:30 - l0:30 p.m. for a community fun night.  Tickets are available at the campus offices for $10 (children 2 and under are free).  Everyone is welcome. Come on out and get wet!
Family Name _______________
# of Tickets   ____________

Send home with _______________ in Grade _______

Open House Coming!
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We will be hosting our annual Open House on March 23 from 9-11 a.m. and 6:30-8 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to share what is happening in our school with families interested in Christian education. Please consider whom you might invite among your friends, relatives, co-workers or neighbours. We are also looking for parents who are able to be hosts in the morning and evening. Please contact the school office if you are able to help in this way.

New Family Enrollment 2010-2011
Enrolment packages for new families are available at your School. Perhaps you would like to pick up a package for a family member or friend who is considering Christian education at our School. Also available will be Application for New Student forms for current families who wish to register a new child for 2010-11, whether in Kindergarten or another grade. All forms will also be available on our website on February 1: www.edmchristian.net . The deadline to complete and return these forms is April 14. The re-enrolment process for current students will take place in early April; more details to come in March. If you have any questions, please call the Society office at 780-408-7933.
Congratulations to our Super Speller!

Our very own Attalie Kam was one of the 70 regional finalists participating in the CanWest Canspell Northern Alberta Regional Finals. Attalie was also featured on the front page of the Edmonton Journal on Sunday, February 21. We are proud of you and your great effort, Attalie! Thanks for representing our school so well.

Edmonton Journal Games

[image: image5.wmf]Our Indoor Running Team members participated in the Edmonton Journal Indoor Track Meet.  Congratulations to all the racers who ran in the relay event on February 16th. The runners put in personal best efforts and ran some great races.  It was so exciting! On February 23rd our girls and boys ran in the 200 meter and 800 meter races and also did long jump. Matthew T., Winston V., Joel L. qualified to go to the finals on March 20. A big thank you to Mrs. Johnson for coaching our team!
Girls team: Melissa H., Cieyva M., Michelle V., Arden K., Emma H.W., Kelly T., Kaitlyn D., Andrea G., Adriana R., Shannon K.
Boys team: Sam F., Carl L., Noah J., Kaiden A., Andrew E., Kurtis S., Matthew P., Josh K., Winston V., Matthew T., Joel L.
ECWS Basketball

A big "well done" to our Senior Girls and Boys Basketball teams on their Silver medal finishes in the Christian Schools Basketball tournament. The Northeast squads both took home the gold medals.  Thanks to all the parents who came out to support our teams. Our Jr. Girls and Boys Teams both captured silver medals in a recent PICS tournament.
A big congratulations to all our teams, both Sr. and Jr. on well played regular seasons so far. All four teams appear to be headed for playoffs later this month!  Thanks to the coaches, teacher reps and parents for their dedication to this school sport.  Stay tuned for playoff dates and times!
Haiti Update
Thanks to all Parents, Teachers and Students who bought or donated at the Haiti general store. All together we raised a grand total of $866.80 and every penny of that will go to Haiti relief work by the CRWRC. Class 6I sends out a huge thank-you to all who donated their items. Without you we would not have been able to make this work.
Grade 5/6VK wrote a letter to the Society Office requesting that some of the auction funds be designated for Haiti. The auction committee agreed to designate the funds from the baked goods/SUTP table. Students will be doing the work to set up and run this table.
Students at West, mostly in Div three made donations that amounted to about $880.

An EA at West campus gave $100 for each class she worked with on a given day that was cooperative in the class activities.  This resulted in a donation of $600!
Service Learning Update

Grade 5B participated in reviewing and finding suitable books for children in Namibia to use as they learn English in their school. Most of these children are AIDS orphans that Dr. Rob Greidanus (ECSW alumni) works with. Dr. Greidanus hopes to take a big suitcase back to Namibia with him this month.
The grade 9 French Exchange students are looking for a service project to be done in May. If you have any ideas please contact Brian Doornenbal.

Pancake Breakfast
 Our Pancake Breakfast event was an overwhelming success and enjoyed by all. Thanks to ALL parent volunteers who made this event possible, to those who organized, set up, cooked, cleaned and to staff for providing “service with a smile.” 
Winterfest

A big thank you to all who participated in the Winterfest activities. A special thanks to the many volunteers who helped out by making cookies,  preparing and serving hot chocolate, getting the rink ready, refereeing and scorekeeping our boot hockey game and  assisting at the various activities.

Christian Credit Union Hockey Challenge WINNERS!
 It is our pleasure to announce the winners of the Christian Credit Union Hockey Challenge. The winners are: Bradley V., Grade 3, Edmonton Christian Northeast School and Jenay V., Grade 6, Edmonton Christian West School, who won Edmonton Oilers tickets. Winners of the $50 Gift Certificate to Winner’s Store of Choice are Curtis M., Grade 5, Parkland Immanuel Christian School and Jeremy G., Grade 6, Edmonton Christian West School.  Congratulations Winners! Thank you to all of our participants!

Battery Recycling
Dear Parents and community at large,
Through our study of the grade 5 “Electricity Unit” we discovered that many household batteries are being thrown into our landfills and this creates problems. Not only are the chemicals leaching in to the ground but these chemicals may also be leaching into our drinking water. 

Christ has called us to be stewards of this world. We feel that we can live up to this task in a small way by setting up a household collection place at our school for the next 4 months. We are looking for your support in this venture. Please stop throwing your used batteries into the garbage and instead, send them to school with your child or drop them off in person so that they can be recycled at the ECO station. There will be a large plastic tub labeled “Batteries” in the front foyer. Drop them in there and you can walk away knowing that you have done your part in one small way.
Thank you and we hope to see many used HOUSEHOLD batteries in our tub!  
Technology

This school year has seen some big changes for our school community in terms of technology.  Schoolzone, SMART Boards, the Portal project and the inclusion of wireless devices in our daily school work have greatly impacted student learning at West!  Thank you to all the parents who have committed to moving our students forward in their use of technology.  Accessing Schoolzone, getting internet access at home and providing wireless devices for students to use at school continue to increase student engagement and learning.  For many of us, we know that the learning curve has been steep, but we feel that it has been very rewarding.  Please be encouraged as you continue to support our students’ 21st century learning.
Order Athletic Wear this Month
We will be placing an order for school jackets in the next month. Stay tuned for more details.
WHAT’S AHEAD  
Mar. 10
   School Council Meeting 9:00 a.m.
Mar. 12
   Waterpark evening

Mar. 18
   Progress Reports posted on SchoolZone

Mar. 19

No School

Mar. 23
   Open House

Mar. 26
   Easter Assembly 9:00 a.m.
Mar29-Apr.5    

Spring Break and Easter – No School
Apr. 30

No School

May 21
   No School

May 24
   Victoria Day – No School

May 27 
   Oliver – Grade 7 performance

June 28
   Grade 9 Celebration

June 29               Last Day of School
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Edmonton Christian School

An alternative program of Edmonton Public Schools in partnership with the Edmonton Society for Christian Education.

              Principal:  Carolyn Gartke  408-7948         
        
             Assistant Principal:  Tim Epp  408-7948
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 Chairperson                Rob Sinclair                              476-6281
               Superintendent 
   Edgar Schmidt               429-8010

 Executive Director     Peter Buisman
                          476-6281                                                Trustee Ward C
        Sue Huff 
               429-8016


[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]_1219655173.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1078122428.doc
[image: image1.png]






